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REMARKS 

As a preliminary matter, Applicant notes that amendments to the Specification are 
submitted herein. Respectfully, Applicant asserts that these amendments are merely for the 
purpose of clarification and for the correction of typographical errors. Moreover, Applicant 
respectfully asserts that these amendments to the Specification present no new matter. 
Additionally, Applicant notes that amendments to the drawings are submitted herewith. 
Respectfully, Applicant asserts that these amendments are merely for the purpose of clarification 
and for the correction of typographical errors. Moreover, Applicant respectfully asserts that these 
amendments to the drawings present no new matter. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1 1 and 28-31, allowed claims 1-10 and 
18-27, and objected to claims 12-17 for depending from a rejected base claim but containing 
allowable subject matter if rewritten in independent form. Applicant thanks the Examiner for 
noting the allowable subject matter in the present patent application. By the present Response, 
Applicant has amended claims 1-4, 6, 9-11, 13-17, and 23-28 and has cancelled claim 12 without 
prejudice. With regard to the amended claims, Applicant respectfully asserts that no new matter 
has been added. Upon entry of the amendments, claims 1-11 and 13-31 will be pending in the 
present patent application. In view of the forgoing amendments and the following remarks, 
Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and allowance of all pending claims. 

First Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claim 1 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
anticipated by the Sperling reference (U.S. Patent No. 5,473,132). 

Although Applicant does not agree with the Examiner's rejection, Applicant has 
nonetheless amended claim 1 1 to include the subject matter of dependent claim 12, which the 
Examiner indicated as being allowable. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully asserts that 
amended claim 1 1 and its respective dependent claims 13-17 are patentable and in condition for 
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AMENDMENT TO THE DRAWINGS 

Applicant submits herewith replacement pages that replace originally filed drawing sheets 
2, 3 and 4. Additionally, Applicant includes herewith annotated sheets illustrating the 
amendments to Figs. 2, 3, 4 and 6, as presented in the replacement sheets. 
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allowance. In view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, Applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration and allowance of claims 1 1 and 13-17. 

Second Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 28-31 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
anticipated by the Van Horn reference. However, as discussed above, Applicant has cancelled 
claims 28-31 without prejudice by the present Response. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully 
asserts that a discussion regarding these cancelled claims is no longer germane to the present 
patent application. Thus, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the Section 
102 rejection. 

Conclusion 

In view of the remarks and amendments set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of the pending claims. If the Examiner believes that a telephonic interview will help 
speed this application toward issuance, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the 
telephone number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: February 7, 2005 

Manish Vyas 
Reg. No. 54,516 
FLETCHER YODER 
P.O. Box 692289 
Houston, TX 77269-2289 
(281)970-4545 
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FIG. 6 



